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2 April 2020 
 
 
Dear Convener  
 
As I set out in my statement to Parliament on 19 March, the unprecedented circumstances we 
face as result of the coronavirus pandemic meant I had no alternative but to cancel the Exam 
Diet for 2020.  At the same time I asked Scotland’s Chief Examining Officer to develop a 
certification model that can be put in place in the absence of the exam diet in order to ensure 
that the achievements of young people who were due to sit exams are fairly recognised. 
 
In your letter of 26 March, you asked a number of questions relating to how a certification 
model would work.  I will respond to these points, along with the others raised in your 
correspondence, soon.  In the meantime, however, I wanted to write to you today to highlight 
the lastest communication that has just been issued by the Chief Examing Officer, enclosed 
and at: https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93777.html.  This includes some detail on the steps being 
taken by the SQA to refine the existing system and ensure it is as fair and robust as possible. 
 
I hope you find this helpful.  In these exceptionally challenging times it is crucial that we are all 
working to ensure that the hard work and effort of our young people is properly and fairly 
recognised so that they are able to make their next steps in learning, life or work. 
 

 
 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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